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IN THE CLAIMS: 

The text of all pending claims, (Including withdrawn claims) is set forth below. Cancelled 
and not entered claims are indicated with claim number and status only. The claims as listed 
below show added text with underlining and deleted text with sttikethroug h. The status of each 
claim is indicated with one of (original), (currently amended), (cancelled), (withdrawn), (new), 
(previously presented), or (not entered). 

Please amend the claims in accordance with the following: 

59. (Currently Amended) A method for communicating via a set of frequency bands, 
comprising: 

obtaining a first electrical signal that encodes fe em-a first information stream, wherein: 
the energy of said first electrical signal is concentrated within a plurality of frequency 

bands that comprises substantially non-overtapping frequency bands; and 

said first information stream can be recovered f eated-from any subset of said ftst 

plurality of frequency bands that Is one less, in number, than said firetpluraltty of frequency 

bands, 

app tyi nf M ransmitb'no s aid first electrioal signal 05& a conductive path; 

receiving energy within a first frequency band from ■ at on s aid conductive path, wherein: 

a highest frequency of said first frequency band is lower than a lowest frequency of said 
. plurality of frequency bands, 

a lowest frequency of said first frequency band is higher than a highest frequency used in 
a second frequency band, 

at least a portion of said first electrical signal is conduct ed -transmitted s imultaneously 
with receiving said energy within said first frequency band; and 

transmitting and receiving voiceband signals within said second frequency band onto 
said conductive path, wherein at least part of said transmitting and receiving of voiceband 
signals is conducted simultaneously with said applying transmitting of said first electrical signal. 
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60. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 59, further comprising: 
Qxprocoinft e ncoding a second information stream as a second electrical signal wherein 

the energy of said second electrical signal is concentrated within said first frequency band; and 
transmitting a pprvino -said second electrical signal onto said conductive path. 

61 . (Currently Amended) The method of claim 80, further comprising receiving el-said 
first electrical signal at said third point on said conductive path, wherein the energy of said first 
electrical signal is concentrated within said plurality of s ub s tantially non - ovortapplng f requency 
bands. 

62. (Cancelled) 

63. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 6 1 , further comprising sustaining the 
connection of an ordinary telephone device to a fourth point on said conductive path while 
providing a relatively high impedance to signals on said path at frequencies above the 
voiceband, wherein at least part of said sustaining is conducted simultaneously with said 
apply i ng transmitting o f said first electrical signal and said second electrical signal-at, said fourth . 
point of GonnoctioB -being different than said first, second, and third point s of connection . 

64. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 63, wherein said third, and said fourth 
pointe-efcoftfto gtion oorroopond to are Implemented with RJ-11 telephone jacks connected to 
said conductive path. 

65. (Cancelled) 

66. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 59, wherein each frequency band in 
said plural i ty of substantia l ly non ovortoppfog - fr equency bands are of substantially equal width. 

67. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 59, wherein said first information 
stream is a stream of video. 
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68. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 59, wherein said first Information 
stream is a digital stream that represents video information. 

69. (Currently Amended) The method of-eteifl^^airn6fl. wherein said second 
information stream represents a control signal that has an influence on the content of said first 
information stream. 



70. (Cancelled) 

71 . (Currently Amended) The method of claim 59, wherein said first frequency band Is 
narrower than the difference between a_the-highest frequency m oov e red by - s aid plurality of 
GUbstantiolly non overlapping frequency bands and slowest frequency fn_ oovorod by s aid 
plurality of oubotantially non overlapping f requency bands. 

72. (Currently Amend) The method of claim 60, wherein said second information 
stream is nyproGcod- transmftted as time-varying Infrared light patterns. 

73-76. (Cancelled) 

77. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 69, wherein said second information 
stream is nxpross e d transmitted a s time-varying infrared light patterns. 

78. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 67, wherein said second information 
stream represents a control signal that has an influence on the content of said first information 
stream. 

79. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 59, 

wherein applying t he first electrical signal js eeetied transmitted onto the conductive path 
appl i oo the firot otoctrical s i gnal at a first point on the conductive path, 

wherein rocoMng energy within a firet frequency band on the oonduotivo path Jtereceivefl 
6- o a orgy a t the first point on the conductive path, and 
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wherein te a o fimftting and rocoivinQ said v olceband signals on tho conduotivo path Qm 
transmitted s-and receiver s vo i ooband oignals a t a second point on the conductive path. 

80. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 79, farther comprising: 
oxprofiGtnq encoding a second information stream as a second electrical signal, wherein 

the energy of the second electrical signal is concentrated within the first frequency band; and 

app l ying t ransmitting t h9 second electrical signal at a third point onto the conductive 
path, the third point being different than the first point on the conductive path. 

81 . (Currently Amended) The method of claim 59, wherein apptytog- transmittina s aid 
first electrical signal onto the conductive path presents a a ppl ie s said first e l e ctric a l s ignal whil e 
providing o re l atively h igh impedance to energy on said path at voiceband frequencies. 

82. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 68, further including a gap band 
extending between a highest frequency of a first one of said plurality of frequency bands and a 
lowest frequency of a second one of said plurality of frequency bands, wherein the highest 
frequency of said first one of said plurality of frequency bands is e-lower frequency t han the 
lowest frequency of said second one of said plurality of frequency bands. 

83. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 82, wherein at loact come noise 
energy-is induced on p ropagated along said conductive path within said gap band, where s aid at 
iooqt oomo n oise comes from o norov orootod bv a source that is not connected to said 
conductive path. 

84. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 83, wherein the amplitude of the noise 
induced within s aid gap ban d is higher than an amplitude of noise in a first band that would 
prevent significant recovery of information from said first band, said first band corresponding to 
said first one of said plurality of frequency band s I noludoo at loast oomo noise onorov. 
propagotocfra l oflg oo i d oonduotivc path, io ouffioicnt to dcgrodo - tho firot information otreem. 

85. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 59, further including: 
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g^rAntian o f recovering said first information stream from th c - onorgy focoivod by s aid 
spoaIw^ first electrical slqnak&wte; and 

propagation of at loaGt come noise e«efgy-from a source other than said first electrical 
signal along said conductive path within at least one of said plurality of substantia l ly non - 
overlapping f requency bands; 

wherein in response to the ot toast como n oise energy s aid first information stream is 
rocroatod recovered w ithout said t ho ot least one of said plurality of substantially non - 
overtapping - f requency bands. 

86. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 59 f further including: 

rocfoation o f recovering said first information stream from said first electrical sional-fee 
on e rgy r e co w ed by said r e c e iv e r , and 

propagation of at toaot oomo noise onorgy -atong said conductive oath, a power spectrum 
of said noise overlapping w ^hm-each frequency band of said plurality of cubotontia ll y non 
overlapp i ng fr equency bands; 

wherein Jo-said first information stream is t ocroa t od recovered w ithout a frequency band 
in said plurality of substantially non overtopping f requency bands havi^ttiaLba^thejmal^ 
respective signal to noise ratio moot noioo onorgy . 
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